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Preparing Your Conference Paper for Publication

• Why should I try to publish my conference paper?

• How should I start this process?

• What resources are available to help me?

• What if I’m not a good writer?  Is it hopeless?!

• Where can I get information about improving my communication 
skills while I am at ASC 2018 in Seattle?



Why should I try to publish my ASC conference paper?

• Conference presentations 
initiate conversations among 
professionals about topics of 
shared interest.

• Subsequent publication of 
those presentations in 
Transactions furthers that 
conversation.

• Publication helps build your 
professional network.

Student Paper Awards at ASC 2016



How should I begin the process?

The best starting place is understanding the difference between a 
conference presentation and a paper suitable for publication in 
Transactions…

Sharing one example that made the journey from conference presentation to 
published paper on the ACS Conference website:

“A Novel Configuration for Superconducting Space Radiation Shields.”  V. 
Calvelli, R. Musenich, F. Tunesi, and R. Balliston.  Transactions ASC, vol. 27, no. 
4, June 2017. 



Organize technical content according to the needs of 
your audience. 





Don’t start your process with the abstract.

• The published paper begins with 
an abstract and index terms.

• As an author, this should be the 
last component you write.

• By writing the abstract last, you 
will ensure that you have a clear 
understanding of your paper’s 
focus.



Use a “problem-solution” organization in the 
Introduction.

• The “problem-solution approach 
allows your reader to 
understand the context of the 
research you have conducted.

• The approach also gives you the 
opportunity to distinguish your 
work from previous efforts and 
to establish novelty, a key aspect 
of research.



Introduction--citing existing literature is required.  

• Referring to existing literature 
is a sign that you have situated 
your own work in the context 
of the field.

• Unlike full research papers, 
however, you will not present a 
comprehensive literature 
review.

• Referring to previous work and 
providing citations is sufficient.



Technical Sections:  consider how much information your 
audience needs in order to gain a good understanding of your 
work.

• The goal is not to provide a level of detail 
sufficient for others to reproduce your 
work.

• Instead, you are providing a high-level 
description of the many hours of 
painstaking effort you expended!

• The writers break the technical sections 
into Magnetic System and Mechanical 
Structure.

• Note the use of a figure to help promote 
understanding.



Technical Sections:  be sure to use data-rich, visually 
compelling figures.

• In support of the paragraph we 
just reviewed, Figure 3 provides 
a clear visualization of the text 
description of the magnet 
system.

• In order to ensure that the 
audience understands the visual, 
be sure that the text and the 
visual are well integrated, e.g., 
that they are describing the 
same principles, actions, 
mechanisms.



Technical Section:  integration of text and visual assist the 
audience’s understanding.



Conclusion and Abstract:  these components finish and 
start the presentation of your work.   

• The conclusion is not simply a 
restatement of the introduction 
but a further invitation for 
others to join the conversation.

• Once you have written and 
revised the paper, you are ready 
to compose the abstract that 
reflects your content.



Helpful resources?

http://ascinc.org/publication/

http://ascinc.org/publication/


Hiring help with editing can be a good investment.

http://www.prof-editing.com/ieee/index.php

https://ieeeauthorcenter.ieee.org/create-your-ieee-article/create-the-text-of-your-
article/refining-the-use-of-english-in-your-article/

ASC2018 Paper Title shown here (pre-loaded from abstract submission) 

http://www.prof-editing.com/ieee/index.php
https://ieeeauthorcenter.ieee.org/create-your-ieee-article/create-the-text-of-your-article/refining-the-use-of-english-in-your-article/


Another helpful resource is the IEEE PCS.

IEEE Professional Communication Society   pcs.ieee.org





What if I’m not a good writer?  Is it hopeless?!

Every writer can be a better writer!



Where can I get information on improving my 
communication skills at ASC 2018 in Seattle?
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