FAmily Friendly Activities
Call or look on line for hours of operation and current pricing
Immediate Center City Charlotte
Children’s Theatre of Charlotte (located in Imaginon- Children’s Library)
300 East 7th Street
Children's Theatre Box Office – 704-973-2828

Children’s Theatre General – 704-973-2800

www.ctcharlotte.org 
The Children's Theatre of Charlotte specializes in professional adult theatre for youth and educational programming reaching ages 3-18. Productions include classics, innovative new works and issue-oriented productions dealing with topics like substance abuse and violence prevention. The Children's Theatre is also home to the Tarradiddle Players, a professional touring company that performs throughout the Carolinas
Discovery Place Science Museum and OMNIMAX Theater

301 North Tryon Street
704-372-0471

www.discoveryplace.org 
This hands-on science museum is one of the finest in the country.  It has won several awards for best attraction in the Southeast.  The OMNIMAX Theater seats 300 people.  The only other one of its size in the world is in Singapore.  Museum can be rented after hours for receptions.  Admission for the museum, planetarium, and OMNIMAX may be purchased individually or jointly. Group rates are quoted for 15 people or more. Children under 3 and Museum Members admitted FREE to exhibit halls at all times.  Group rates are available.
ImaginOn: The Joe and Joan Martin Library

300 East 7th Street
(704) 416-4600
www.imaginon.org 
ImaginOn is a collaborative venture of the Public Library of Charlotte & Mecklenburg County and Children's Theatre of Charlotte. With cutting-edge services and library collections, award-winning professional theatre and innovative education programs, ImaginOn brings stories to life through extraordinary experiences that challenge, inspire and excite young minds.

Harvey B Gantt Center for African American Arts + Culture

551 South Tryon Street

704-547-3700

www.ganttcenter.org 
This museum is currently featuring the John and Vivian Hewitt Collection of African-American Art and The Kinsey Collection: Shared Treasures of Bernard and Shirley Kinsey.
NASCAR Hall of Fame

400 East Martin Luther King Boulevard
704-654-4425

http://www.nascarhall.com 
The 150,000-square-foot NASCAR Hall of Fame is a multi-faceted, unique attraction honoring the history and heritage of NASCAR. The high-tech venue, designed to educate and entertain race fans and non-fans alike, includes a state-of-the-art theater, Hall of Honor, restaurant, retail outlet, broadcast studio, artifact displays and interactive exhibits. The site includes a privately developed 19-story office tower and 102,000-square-foot expansion to the Charlotte Convention Center, highlighted by a 40,000 square-foot ballroom. The NASCAR Hall of Fame is owned by the City of Charlotte, licensed by NASCAR and operated by the Charlotte Regional Visitors Authority. 
Ray’s Splash Planet

215 North Sycamore Street
704-432-4729
www.rayssplashplanet.com 
Ray’s Splash Planet is unlike anything in the Carolinas.  The facility includes a one-of-a-kind water park with fun-filled features.  The Planet is also home to a fitness center, with aerobic & dance room, cardiovascular theater, free-weights and resistance equipment.  Please call for group rates.
Bechtler Museum of Modern Art
420 South Tryon Street 
(704) 353-9200
www.bechtler.org 

The Bechtler Museum of Modern Art in Charlotte, North Carolina is a 36,500 sq. ft. museum space dedicated to the exhibition of mid-20th-century modern art. The modern art collection is part of the new Levine Center for the Arts.
Mint Museum Uptown
500 South Tryon Street
(704) 337-2000

www.mintmuseum.org 

This collection celebrates exceptional moments of artistic and design excellence in the areas of glass, fiber art, metal, studio jewelry, design, studio furniture, wood art, and clay
Strike City 
210 East Trade Street Suite D-164 
www.strikecitycharlotte.com  
StrikeCity is an upscale entertainment concept featuring bowling lanes, billiards tables, a full service gourmet dinner lounge
10–30 minutes from Center City Charlotte
AMF Carolina Lanes
11210 Brigmon Lane Matthews, NC 28105

(704) 841-7606

www.amf.com/carolinalanes     
AMF Carolina Lanes, NC is your local spot for great bowling fun. Join us for bowling for fun, bowling birthday parties, group events, bowling leagues, and more.

Billy Graham Library
4330 Westmont Drive

704-401-3200

www.billygrahamlibrary.org
The Billy Graham Library is a 40,000 square foot complex detailing the life and ministry of Billy Graham.
Carolina Raptor Center and Historic Latta Plantation
6000 Sample Road, Huntersville, NC  28078

www.carolinaraptorcenter.org  704-875-6521  
www.lattaplantation.org    704-875-2312
A non-profit organization that provides public education on environmental issues and about the importance of raptors to our environment and to care for sick injured and orphaned raptors.

Travel time is approximately 20 Minutes from the Uptown Charlotte area.

Children 5 years and under and members are free.

Glimpse into the life of merchant/planter James Latta and his family on this backcountry Catawba River plantation in northern Mecklenburg County.  The plantation house was built in 1800 and has been restored and furnished in the manner of the period.  It is a two-story frame house that was elegant in comparison with the customary log homes of the day.  This was a working plantation, not a “Tara” version of the plantation home.  Canoe rentals, hiking trails, horseback riding, and picnic facilities are available.  Visit the Raptor Center while you’re there. Travel time is approximately 15-20 minutes from Uptown Charlotte area.  Please call for hours of operation.
Carowinds Theme Park

14523 Carowinds Boulevard, Charlotte, NC  28273

704-588-2606

www.carowinds.com 
Carowinds, the Carolinas’ premier 112-acre theme park has more than 50 world-class rides, shows and attractions – featuring a 20-acre water park. Included in admission is Boomerang Bay™, a 20-acre Australian-themed Outback oasis of wet fun. Stay where you play at the 55-acre Camp Wilderness Resort. Park operates on a seasonal basis.  The park can cater food for you.  Please call for schedule and prices; vary with season.
Charlotte Motor Speedway

5555 Concord Parkway South, Concord, NC 28027

704-455-3204


www.charlottemotorspeedway.com
With dozens of race shops in the region, Charlotte Motor Speedway is truly at the heart of a stock car country and what better way to take the pulse than a tour of the speedway most drivers call home?  The highlight of the tour is a comfortable van ride around Charlotte’s 1.5-mile oval where you will experience the full-tilt action of the 24-degree banks.
Laser Quest

10403 Park Road Unit J, Pineville, NC 28210
704-567-6707

www.laserquest.com 
Laser tag action adventure game in a dark sci-fi maze, great for birthdays and group events. Upscale arcade games keep the fun going full tilt. 
Charlotte Nature Museum

1658 Sterling Road, Charlotte, NC  28209

704-372-0471
www.charlottenaturemuseum.org 

Newly renovated nature center with live animal room, nature trail, butterfly pavilion and Puppet Theater.  Located in southeast Charlotte, adjacent to Freedom Park.
Northcross Lanes at the Lake

16317 Statesville Road, Huntersville, NC  

704-892-7177
www.northcrosslanes.com 
40 Lanes of bowling (cosmic bowling), laser tag, video arcade, 41st lounge, billiards, ping pong, electronic darts, big screen TV, karaoke and much more available for fun.  Northcross Lanes is located approximately 25 minutes from uptown Charlotte. Please call for rates.

Pineville Ice House
400 Towne Centre Blvd., Pineville, NC

704-889-9000

www.pinevilleice.com 
Family owned ice skating rink. Great place for teambuilding, birthday parties or special gatherings. 
Hours: Public Skating Hours change monthly. Check website for most accurate hours of operation. 

Dress Warmly and Skate at your Own Risk

Groups Welcome! Contact Valerie Clark at extension 305 for more details. valerie.clark@pinevilleice.com 

US National Whitewater Center

5000 Whitewater Center Parkway
Charlotte, NC 28214 

Phone: 704-391-3900

www.usnwc.org  
The U.S. National Whitewater Center (USNWC) is the world’s premier outdoor recreation and environmental education center. Activities include, whitewater rafting, canoeing, kayaking, biking and mega zip line.  Located 10 minutes from center city and provides over 300 acres of woodlands along the scenic Catawba River. Olympic-caliber athletes, weekend warriors and casual observers share this world-class sports and training center.
This adventure sport facility also features a 2400 square foot conference center and a 300 seat River’s Edge Bar & Grill.
Parking fee of $5.00 is required for admittance into park.  Prices vary depending on activity
Victory Lane
2330 Tipton Drive, Suite 100, Charlotte, NC  28206





704-373-9740

www.victorylanekarting.com
54,000 square feet of pure adrenaline.  An indoor karting experience you will never forget.  Racing sessions open to those 16 and older.  Please call for hours and race packages.

Adventure Landing
10400 Cadillac Street, Pineville, NC 28134

704-552-7888

www.adventurelanding.com/parks/charlotte 
Zuma Fun Center in Charlotte is the place for family entertainment, birthday parties and group events, with attractions including go-karts, miniature golf, batting cages, bumper boats and a state-of-the-art video arcade. Rookie go-karts, a train ride and other attractions are designed especially for younger children. So much fun - practically in your backyard! 
Zuma Fun Center offers a wide variety of menu items such as pizza, wings and snacks. Be sure to ask about our awesome Food & Fun deals!

 (Hours vary by season so be sure to call ahead to verify)

30 – 60 Minutes from Uptown Charlotte
Energy Explorium

13339 Hagers Ferry Road, Huntersville, NC 28078

704-875-5600
www.duke-energy.com/visitor-centers/energyexplorium.asp 

Offering hands-on energy exhibits, outdoor picnic facility and a nature trail along Lake Norman. Travel time is approximately 30-45 minutes from the Uptown Charlotte area.  Has an educational program in place for grades 3-12.  Nature trail and picnic tables.  Saturday mornings with 2 weeks advanced reservations you can tour the nuclear plant.  You must clear security and be 16 years old.
Lazy 5 Ranch

Hwy. 150 East, Mooresville, NC 28115

704-663-5100

www.lazyfiveranch.com 
Drive through an animal ranch with over 600 animals.  A 3½-mile safari rides in your own car or horse-drawn wagon.  Petting, picnic and play areas. Travel time is approximately 45 minutes to 1 hour from the Uptown Charlotte area. Note: Credit Cards are not accepted.
Queens Landing

1459 River Highway, Mooresville, NC 28115

704-663-2628

www.queenslanding.com 
Replica Mississippi riverboats offer regularly schedules sightseeing, lunch and dinner cruises.  Boat and family amusement center, including tennis courts, miniature golf, water bumper boats and more.  Located 30 minutes north of Charlotte.
Reed Gold Mine

9621 Reed Mine Road, Stanfield, NC 28163  

704-721-4653
www.reedmine.com 

The location of America’s first gold discovery (a 17-pound gold nugget) is preserved with a museum orientation film guided underground tour, a Stamp Mill and walking trails.  An instructional gold panning experience is available for a small fee on seasonal basis. Travel time is approximately 35 minutes from the Uptown Charlotte area. 

Admission:
Free Gold Panning: nominal charge
Sealife at Concord Mills
8111 Concord Mills Boulevard, Concord, NC 28027

www.visitsealife.com
Sealife at Concord Mills will be a 30,000 square foot aquarium featuring 30 marine life displays and an ocean tank with an underwater tunnel.

Updated: 06/2014                                                                                                         [image: image1.jpg]Charlotte’s got a lot.





[image: image1.jpg]